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Everything You Wanted to Know About League …  
But Were Afraid to Ask! 

Tuesday, November 10, 6:30 pm 

Same location, immediately preceding general meeting 

Plan to arrive early for an introduction to the League as an appetizer to the 
general meeting. A Power Point slideshow, Everything You Wanted to Know 
About League… But Were Afraid to Ask, will be presented by Membership 
Chair Carol Cushman, followed by a short Q&A. 

Do you wonder how we select new studies? Are you curious about action 
priorities? Do you know how we develop positions? Find answers to these 
questions and more! This will be a great opportunity to deepen your know-
ledge, to meet other members, learn some League basics, and stay for the 
general meeting. 

Deconstructing the State Budget 

Speakers:   
George Naughton and Steve Novick 
Tuesday, November 10, 7:00 pm 
Board Room, Multnomah County Building, 
501 SE Hawthorne Boulevard 

George Naughton  is the director of the Budget and Management Division of 
the Department of Administrative Services for the state of Oregon.  Steve 
Novick  is a political activist in Oregon, an attorney, and a former US Depart-
ment of Justice litigator. He was a primary candidate for the United States 
Senate and is a contributor to the blog BlueOregon. 

Parking:  Ample street parking. 

By Bus:  Plan your route with TriMet’s Trip Planner at www.trimet.org  

November General Meeting 

Deconstructing the 
State Budget 
Ann Mulroney 
Do Oregonians pay higher taxes 
than people in other states? 

Are Oregon’s corporate taxes high?   

These are just two of the issues ad-
dressed in Oregon Taxes: Myths 
and Facts, a 2005 publication by the 
League of Women Voters of Ore-
gon.  In 2004 they published Fund-
ing Oregon: The Ins and Outs of 
State Finance, a report to help Ore-
gon citizens better understand the 
state’s taxation system.  Both publi-
cations are available at:  
www.lwvor.org/studyreport.htm# 
taxmyths 

In our November General Meeting, 
George Naughton and Steve Novick 
will team up to bring Portland mem-
bers up to date with current budget 
information and insightes.  Being 
informed and informing the public is 
the purpose of the League.  Our state 
is embroiled in financial issues.  
Please join us for this program and 
tell a friend about it.  There will be 
time for questions.  We will follow 
this meeting with lively discussions 
of current state budget issues at our 
November unit meetings.   

  Coming next month… 

December General Meeting – Inside the Front Door: Portland's Remodeled Housing Bureau 
Margaret Van Vliet, Director, Portland Housing Bureau 

Wednesday, December 9, 12:00 Noon 
Brown Bag Lunch, Board Room, Multnomah County Building, 501 SE Hawthorne Boulevard 

 

Pre-Meeting Special Presentation! 
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Voter is produced 9 times a year by the 

League of Women Voters of Portland.  We 
welcome your comments, suggestions, 
story ideas and submissions.  Please  
contact Pat Chor or Heather Drake  
at the League office, 503-228-1675.  

Submissions must be received no later  
than the Friday before the board  

meeting each month. 
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event was still a success and may be 
used as a template for other youth 
engagement efforts around the city.   

Our other new set of eyes were our 
Russian visitors.  Pat Osborn’s report 
describes the visit more fully, but I 
want to share a few comments and 
observations that I overheard.   

·  After lunch at Nostrana’s on SE 
Morrison - “I like thin-crust pizza, but 
this pizza was way too yuppy.” 

·  At one of the early briefings, we 
were told that in Russia car registra-
tion fees are based on engine capacity 
– the more horsepower, the higher the 
fee. 

·  During the visit to the Station 
Place Tower, we heard that, by law, 
apartment managers cannot evict fam-
ilies with minors for not paying their 
rent. 

·  When asked what was surprising 
about America, one of the delegates 
said he was surprised that everyone 
he had met was so open-hearted and 
welcoming. 

Pat earned a large gold star (and a 
long nap) for her week-long role as 
mother hen, and I applaud the other 
League members who helped with the 
delegation as they toured the city.  I 
know we all learned something about 
Russian culture and government, and 
I think we picked up some new in-
formation about our hometown as 
well.  Thanks, everyone, for a great 
week. 

 

Betsy Pratt 
This past month, we got to see our 
city through two different sets of 
eyes.  First, our long-awaited student 
workshop with the Northeast Neigh-
borhood Coalition took place on Sep-
tember 29th at the Curious Comedy 
Club on Northeast MLK Boulevard.  
The student planners selected the lo-
cation for its convenience and adap-
tability.  Once the event team had 
rearranged the tables, hung our ban-
ners, and arrayed our balloons, we 
had an appealing and workable set-
ting. 

Barb Frederick’s article elsewhere in 
this newsletter describes the program 
and the student involvement.  During 
the discussion, the students voiced a 
strong need for more affordable hous-
ing in their area, especially housing 
for teen parents and homeless youth.  
They also reported a need for more 
affordable, full-service grocery stores.  
They would like to see more park 
space offering a variety of activities 
and more trees.  They felt that more 
trees would make their neighbor-
hoods more pleasant and they unders-
tood the importance of trees in lessen-
ing the impact of global climate 
change. 

Debbie Aiona and Barb served as re-
corders for the discussion groups, and 
Lynn Baker took photos.  We also 
had a reporter from the Oregonian  
present for part of the session, thanks 
to Jessica Sweeney’s excellent press 
release.  Although the audience was 
about half the size we expected, the  

President’s Column 
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November Action Committee Meeting 

Resource Access Center: Future Old Town Day Shelter  and  
Resource Center for the Homeless 

Pamela Kambur, Housing Authority of Portland  
Community Relations Manager 

Fern Elledge, Community Service Center Director,  
Transition Projects 

Friday, November 20, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
Room 433, Board of Trade Building, 310 SW 4th Avenue 

All members welcome.  Questions?  Contact Debbie Aiona. 

Remembering  
and Recharging 
Ruth Kratochvil 
At this time of celebration and 
thanksgiving, let us pause and give 
thanks for this noble organization we 
belong to:  the LWV. 

The idea for the League was that of 
Carrie Chapman Catt, the national 
suffragette leader.   One and one-half 
years before the Nineteenth Amend-
ment passed, giving women the right 
to vote, Catt proposed the idea of the 
League of Women Voters. 

Catt and other suffragettes realized 
that winning suffrage was only a be-
ginning step for women and their 
attainment of full citizenship. These 
wise women knew that women 
would have to be trained in the me-
chanics of how to vote at the polling 
places, how to register to vote, and 
how to evaluate candidates and ballot 
issues.  They knew that if these new 
voters were to vote effectively they 
must be informed about a wide range 
of issues.   

Immediately following the last cele-
bratory event for the passage of suf-
frage, Carrie Chapman Catt laid the 
groundwork for the League in this 
speech given in New York: “The 
vote is the emblem of your equality, 
women of America, the guaranty of 
your liberty. That vote of yours has 
cost millions of dollars and the lives 
of thousands of women… Women 
have suffered agony of soul which 
you never can comprehend, that you 
and your daughters might inherit po-
litical freedom. That vote has been 
costly. Prize it!” 

It helps in the midst of all the activi-
ties we are engaged in this year, to 
remember and be recharged by the 
spirit and ideals that founded the 
League. Each of us keeps the prom-
ise of those founding mothers alive 
as we actively participate in the  
Portland LWV.  

New Members  

Marion Abrams  
 

Carol Adler • National 
 

Susan Baker • National 
 

Clarice Eder • National 
 

Lylla Gaebel • National 
 

Jane Gigler 
 

Peggy Harkins • National 
 

 

Lester Jenkins • National 
 

Barbra King  
 

Joyce Lew 
 

Lynn Lindgren-Schreuder 
 

Heidi Mcnamee • National 
 

Carol Streeter • National 
 

Marguerite Wright  
 

New Members  
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LWVOR Fall Workshop 

Growing Our Grassroots, Oregon Style 
  Carol Wilson 
Fifty-plus Leaguers representing ten 
local Leagues attended the LWVOR 
Fall Workshop in Eugene on October 
17.  Topics included:  

January Special Election: LWVOR 
Education Fund board will provide 
informational materials about the 
contents of Measures 66 and 67 
along with pros and cons for each. 
LWVOR will advocate for approval 
of both measures based on our Fiscal 
Policy-Tax System positions.  Infor-
mation in support of these bills can 
be obtained by contacting the Defend 
Oregon Coalition 
(www.DefendOregon.org).  

Bringing Back Civil Discourse:  
Leagues should anticipate strong 
feelings and spirited debates regard-
ing Measures 66 and 67.  Participants 
shared ideas for discouraging disrup-
tive behavior and promoting civil 
discourse in meetings that involve 
divisive issues.  

Successful Communication and 
Fundraising Projects:  Websites 
and personal contacts were men-
tioned most frequently.  Corvallis, 
Lincoln County and Clackamas 
Leagues all sell grapefruit.  Clack-
amas will use $3000 in reserves as 
seed money for a special project.  

Reaching an Audience Effectively:  
Dr. Joanne Hugi, a pioneer in the 
development and use of informa-
tion technology, advised the 
League to blog, twitter or use other 
new means of communication, but 
not feel pressured to do so unless it 
is effective for our organization.  

21st Century Outreach:  Power-
Point, Facebook, LWV Storybank, 
and the Legislature Website are no 
longer mysteries to those who re-
ceived hands-on training from ex-
pert fellow League members.  Lap-
tops open and minds engaged, we 
are moving into the new era. 

 

LWV Oregon  
Legislative Report 
League members are likely aware 
of the steps that the State legisla-
ture took this year to deal with the 
economic shortfall.  But the 2009 
legislative session was productive 
in many other areas of interest to 
the League.  In particular, elections 
and initiative petition procedures 
were amended in ways that should 
make them more effective.  As an-
nounced in the Fall LWVOR Vot-
er, the State League has produced a 
Sine Die Legislative Report  that 
reviewed legislative action in key 
areas.  To read the entire LWVOR 
report and catch up on details you 
might have missed, go to: 
www.lwvor.org/legislativereports
.htm   

 

The League of Women Voters of Clackamas County Fundraiser 

Pink Grapefruit Sale • Rio Star Sweet Texas Grapefr uit 

$17 per box 

Order by Friday, November 20 
Delivered Saturday, December 5 
Make checks payable to LWVCC. 

Mail check and this order form to:   
Sonja Kollias • 1910 Glenmorrie Ln • Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

Name  _______________________________________________________________  

Phone  ______________________________________________________________  

E-mail  ______________________________________________________________  

# Boxes  ______________  Total Enclosed  ________________  

Image © Joanna Barnum 
www.joannabarnum.com 
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Russian Open World Delegation Visit A Great Success ! 
  Pat Osborn 
Our 2009 Russian Open World dele-
gation received a grand welcome 
from Portland. They were introduced 
at City Council by the Mayor, ap-
plauded by the chamber audience, 
and found a large Russian flag in the 
Rose Room at City Hall. They had 
dinner with the Chief Justice of the 
Oregon Supreme Court and were 
honored guests at “Bridge to Russia,” 
the Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City 
celebration where the lobby of City 
Hall was transformed into a giant 
Russian cocktail party with Russian 
food and entertainment. 

In their week long field trip October 
10 -18, they met with over 30 gov-
ernment leaders in the Portland area 
including Metro President David 
Bragdon, City Auditor LaVonne 
Griffin-Valade, and the staff of US 
Rep Earl Blumenauer. They observed 
that the League of Women Voters is 
a very powerful organization which 
opens many doors. 

Delegates (from left) Andrey Tarasov, Sergey Yeger, Andy Fink (facilitator), 
Aleksandr Mefodyev, Veronika Trushkova, Irina Malinina before appearance 
at Portland City Council. 

far northeast by Finland to Orsk, in 
the south Ural Mountains near Ka-
sakhstan. They traveled with a Rus-
sian facilitator, Andy Fink, who 

Please turn to Russians , page 6 

Delegates Irina Malinina, Aleksandr 
Mefodyev, Andrey Tarasov, Veroni-
ka Trushkova, and Sergey Yeger are 
all high ranking municipal govern-
ment officials from widely ranging 
areas of Russia, from Apatity in the  
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·  Oregon Coast 

·  Tillamook Forest Center 

·  Tillamook Cheese Factory 

·  Portland tour on TriMet including 
OHSU, VA and Shriners Hospital 

·  City Hall 

·  LEED Certified White Stag Building 

·  Station Place Tower housing project 

·  Hillsboro Landfill and Waste Recovery 

·  Multnomah Elections facilities 

·  Wastewater treatment plant 

·  Oregon Humane Society 

��
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·  Portland Auditor  

·  City Water Bureau 

·  Bureau of Environmental Services 

·  Oregon Supreme Court Chief Justice 

·  Rep. Earl Blumenauer’s office 

·  Multnomah Elections Division 

·  Reach Community Development 

·  Portland Housing Authority 

·  Metro 

·  Portland State University 

·  Portland- Khabarovsk Sister City organization 

·  Multnomah County Information Technology 

·  Portland Office of Governmental Relations 

·  Mult. Co. Tax Supervising & Conservation Commission 

·  Citizen Utility Board 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open World Program  

Russians  
Continued from page 5 

helped with cultural and language 
interpretation. None of the delegates 
had previously traveled to the United 
States. 

Their Portland field trip on accounta-
ble government was intricately 
planned by a committee of ten 
League members led by Pat Osborn, 
local host coordinator. They were 
housed at two host families: the 
homes of Mike and Debbie Aiona 
and Jack Bernstein and Susan Dunn. 

The delegates were overcome by the 
hospitality shown to them on tours, 
dinners in private homes, and the 
meetings planned to cover their par-
ticular interests.  

At the farewell dinner many toasts 
were made and gifts exchanged. 
Andrey conceived an idea to let the 
visit live in posterity. He donated 
funds to purchase a tree to be planted 
in Portland with a plaque to comme-
morate the visit. He specified that 
this should be a birch tree, which in 
Russia symbolizes women and would 
thus recognize the work of the 
League in this wonderful internation-
al project of good will and mutual 
learning.  

 

A Tree Will Grow In Portland…  
As a Thank You Gift to The League 
From The Russian Open World Delegation 

Congratulations and  
Thank You to the Committee 
for a Job Very Well Done!! 

Stay in contact with our delegation! 
Open World hosting emphasizes post-visit communication and colla-
boration. In each meeting of our Open World field trip we supplied 
information on, and encouragement to stay in touch with, our Russian 
delegates. Register on the Open World Digital Directory and make 
use of the translation component at:  

http://dd.openworld.gov/DigitalDirectory 
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The delegates visited the Oregon coast on Oct. 11 and are seen here at Cape 
Kiwanda with David Lonsdale talking about the geology of the area. 
 

Directory Updates  

Lester Jenkins 
 

Roberta Palmer 
 

Eloise Van Lom 
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Deconstructing the State Budget  

In units this month League members will be reviewing how the State of Oregon raises and spends money, an update of 
the 2004 State League study. Start your research and thinking! Below are two tables from the 2004 League publication, 
“Funding Oregon” and updates provided by George McNaughton, Director of the Budget and Management Division of 
Oregon’s Department of Administration. 

 

Education – 51 cents 
·  K-12 System 
·  Community Colleges 
·  Universities 

Other Services – 4 cents 
·  Agriculture/forestry 
·  Environmental Quality 
·  Economic Development 
·  Transportation 
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Source:  Oregon Department of Revenue 
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Source:  Oregon Department of Administrative Services 

Human Services – 27 cents 
·  Medicaid/Oregon Health Plan 
·  Child Protective Services 
·  Senior Services 
·  Mental Health 
·  Food Stamps 

Public Safety – 18 cents 
·  Adult Corrections 
·  Juvenile Corrections 
·  Dept. of Justice 
·  State Police 
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League News  

and worked as timekeepers for the 
program.  With the help of NECN 
volunteers, the youth decorated the 
theater. 

The students chose the keynote 
speakers: Imani Muhammad, founder 
of the NECN Community Youth 
Hotline; Jeri Williams, Neighbor-
hood Program Coordinator in Port-
land's Office of Neighborhood In-
volvement; and Ernesto Domingues, 
a young man who began interacting 
with government as a teenager to 
seek solutions to problems affecting 
youth.  Each of the keynote speakers 
described to the students a compel-
ling story of personal experience that 
motivated the speakers to become 
involved in their community. 

 

 

Barbara Fredericks 
Thirty students from Jefferson and De 
La Salle North Catholic high schools 
and the Trillium Charter School ga-
thered at the Curious Comedy Theatre 
on September 29 to discuss the Port-
land Plan and to offer their ideas for 
Portland’s future. The event, funded 
by a generous grant from the Mult-
nomah Bar Foundation, introduced 
the students to the work and the value 
of participation in government.   

In this LWV of Portland Education 
Fund project, the League partnered 
with the Northeast Coalition of 
Neighborhoods (NECN) and the City 
of Portland Bureau of Planning and 
Sustainability.  On the advice of Pa-
mela Phan, the Planning Bureau’s 
Youth Program Coordinator, the pro-
gram was organized by youth for 
youth.   

Three students from the NECN’s 
Youth Creators program – with the 
help of the Planning Bureau’s Youth 
Planners (youth employed by the Bu-
reau of Planning to work with youth) 
– planned the program, under the 
guidance of volunteers and staff from 
the NECN and volunteers from the 
League. The youth designed a flyer to 
recruit students to the event, t-shirts 
for the youth organizers to wear at the 
event, and a program for participants 
listing the day’s schedule.  They 
chose to serve a lunch of pizza from a 
local restaurant.  The Youth Creators 
emceed the program and acted as dis-
cussion leaders.  The Youth Planners 
gave a PowerPoint presentation to 
describe the concept of city planning, 
drafted group discussion questions,  

 

Student Civic Engagement Program a Success  

The Youth Planners and Marty 
Stockman of the Planning Bureau 
provided the students with an expla-
nation of the planning process, the 
importance of city planning, the Port-
land Plan, and the students’ role in 
the process of creating the Portland 
Plan.  That tutorial set the stage for 
group discussions of the specific top-
ics chosen by the Youth Creators:  
community design, neighborhoods, 
housing, and human health.  The stu-
dents’ recommendations were deli-
vered to the Bureau of Planning and 
Sustainability. 

Feedback from the students was very 
positive and the Bureau of Planning 
and Sustainability plans to use the 
program as a template for future 
events. 

 

LWV member Barbara Fredericks takes notes for one of the student discussion 
break out groups. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2009  December 2009 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7   1 2 3 4 5 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

29 30      27 28 29 30 31   

Calendar  

1: LWVCRR 
1:00 pm, Room 433 

2: Exec Committee  
12:00 pm, Room 520 

9: General Meeting  
12:00 pm, Board Room, 
Mult. Bldg. 

11: Voter Deadline  

19-31: Office Closed 

Office will reopen on  
Monday January 4. 

3: LWVCRR 
1:00 pm, Room 433 

4: Exec Committee  
12:00 pm, Room 520 

7: Jewel Lansing Event  
7:00 pm, Home of Mary 
McWilliams 

10: General Meeting  
7:00 pm, Board Room, 
Mult. Bldg. 

13: Voter Deadline  

16: Membership Comm  
9:30 am, Room 520 

16: Board Meeting  
5:45 pm, Room 433 

20: Action Committee  
1:00 pm, Room 433 

24: Mailing Party  
10:00 am, Room 520 

26-27: Office Closed  

�������������� ��

Calendar Location Key: 

Room 520  and Room 433  are 
located at our office building:   
Board of Trade Building, 310 
SW 4th Avenue, Portland  (4th 
Avenue between Stark and 
Oak Streets) 
 
The Mult. Bldg.  is located at 
501 SE Hawthorne Boulevard. 
The Board Room is located on 
the first floor. 

Deconstructing the State Budget.  A working 
group of League members is gathering infor-
mation that compares Oregon’s budget priori-
ties over several biennia, compares our spend-
ing with other states, and charts the impact of 
referendums and initiatives on our spending 
priorities.  Please review the charts in this Vot-
er and review “Funding Oregon,” a LWV 2004 
publication, available on www.lwvor.org.  Go 
to Studies and Publications on left side of home 
page, select Publications, go to Recent Study 
Reports where you will see “Funding Oregon.”   

Unit 1 – Southwest 
Monday, Nov. 23, 7:00 p.m. 
Leader – Ann Mulroney 
Host – Barbara Stalions 

Unit 2 – Southeast 
Monday, Nov. 23, 10:00 a.m. 
Leader – Mary McWilliams 
Host – Mary Cammann 

Unit  4 – North/Northeast 
Thursday, Nov. 19, 1:00 p.m. 
Leader – Susan Proppe Tong 
Host – Lynn Baker 

Unit 5 – Terwilliger Plaza 
Monday, Nov. 16, 3:00 p.m. 
Leader – Jeanne Steed 
No host – Convene at Terwilliger Plaza Audi-
torium A, 2545 SW Terwilliger Blvd 

Unit 6  – Southwest/Northwest Hills 
Friday, Nov. 20, 9:30 a.m. 
Leader – Debbie Kaye  
Host – Jan Wolf 

Unit 7 – Vermont Hills 
Monday, Nov. 16, 9:30 a.m. 
Leader – Jeanne Steed 
Host – Claire Corwin-Kordosky  

Unit 8 – Online 
Leader: Kathleen Hersh 
Location:groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
LWVPDXVirtualUnit/ 
 

November Unit Meetings 
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League of Women of Voters® of Portland 
310 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 520 
Portland, OR  97204-2310 

Phone/Fax: 503-228-1675 
Email: info@lwvpdx.org 
Web: www.lwvpdx.org 
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“to promote political responsibility through  
informed and active participation in government” 
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