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League of Women Voters of United States Meets in Portland

IOm asking myself OWhy did | volunteer to writerthe i
troduction to the LWVUS convention newsO? | have
cold feet because | donOt think | have the skill & ad
guately thank the many leaders and foot soldiers whc
brilliantly carried off hosting the LWVUS convention,
but itOs a job 1Om really going to enjoy:

The League is full of strong, committed activists, @dv
cating for good government and fostering citizen i
volvement. The Portland League can be very, very p
of our part in furthéng our mission. Our part for that
brief period June 1B 17 was to provide the place for
delegates from all over to come tdlger to work on the
mission, to lay out the plan for thetfire and celebrate
the successes of the League. And, in Debbie Kaye®
words, OWe did ourselves proud, all of us.O

| think | speak for all when | say we are especially prc
of our leaders, who didn amazing job pulling it albt
gether: Betsy Pratt, President of LWV Portland and
Chair of the Local Arrangements Committee, Carol
Cushman, immediate past pidsnt of LWV Portland
and cochair with Debbie Kaye of the key Personnel R
cruitment Committeeand all of the many others who
chaired committees and otherwise contributed to the
cess of the convention. Our local fundraiser arrangec
Jan Wolf and Lorie James was a big success. Amon
other successes was the historic election of our own
NormanTurrill as the first man to serve on the LWVU!
Board. Congratulations, Norman! Our volunteers r
ceived imerous compliments on the excellent job dol
by all to make the convention run smoothly. In thie-sj
cial issue of th&/oteryou will read about soenof the
activities during the convention and | hope you will fe:
little of the excitement all over again. Many thanks to
who participated!

- Ed.

Also in this issue:
¢ THANK YOU, DONORS!!
e State Council news
* Local convention (CRR and Portland) ne
e And more!

Welcoming Poem
for Delegates
Presented by Bet$ratt
and Marge Easley

WeOre really excited; we think itOs just great:
You made it to Portland in two thousand and eight.

You found your way here; you didnOt get lost;
You can see for yourself weOre not covered with mos

The Convention agenda is quitdly packed.
When you can explore Portland, just hurry right back.

TheyOve cleaned up the city; made everything shine.
Just for the League? Well, itOs Rose Festival time.

Eat localb organicbstreet vendors abound.
Visit Pioneer Square to just look aired.

You are close to great shopping and culture galore.
Our museums and symphony are almost next door.

Our huge urban forestOs a good place to hike;
Use the waterfront esplanade to walk, run, or bike.

PortlandOs won prizes and recognition in spades
For sistainable practices and civic upgrades.

Water straight from the tap is tasty and pure;
LetOs shun plastic bottles that too long endure.

We manage development. We hold elections by mail.
Sit in on a workshop to learn more details.

We promised you sunshineut should showers prevail,
WeOve custom umbrellas all ready for sale.

Now enjoy the conventioBif you need anything, Yelp!
And look for the people in aprons for help.

The Oregon Trail was called EdenOs Gate,
So welcome to Heaven in two thousand andteigh

(With special thanks to authors Carol Cushman,
Margaret Noel and Betsy Pratt)
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President’s Column

Betsy Pratt

As | was looking for a birthday card
few weeks ago, | came across a s
book by the novelist, Anna Quindlel
calledA Short Guide to a Happy Life
A recurring theme was the threerpe
sonal goals she set foetself:

(1) I show up
(2) Ilisten
(3) Itryto laugh

These goals resonated with me, sin
a lot of success depends on being i
the right place at the right time, tryir
to understand whatOs really going «
and keeping a good attitude.

As 10ve lookedver material from
other Portland League presidents, |
have made some observations ont
job 1Om getting myself into. Sem
times, we have long lead times to g
ourselves organized. For example,
way back in May 2006, we knew
Portland had been selectedtlas site
for the 2008 National League comv€
tion, and we knew that decision
meant significant work for the local
LeagueDwork that came to highly
successful fruition barely a month
ago. On the other hand, sometime:
the opportunities pop up at the last
minuteBlike the most recent conme
tion for the Columbia River League.
as described elsewhere in thisuse
letter. The nominee for president
withdrew shortly before the annual
meeting, but during the meetingoL
rie James from Clackamas County
was persuadetb accept the position
(Second observatiobLeague mm-
bers wear lots of different hasand
we work with other Leagues in man
different contexts.)

Looking forward, we are heading in
the fall election season, and we are
already starting our organiaj d-
forts. We are monitoring the @+
posed ballot measures and preparit

research strategy, receiving reques
for speakerOs bureau presentation:
and developing plans for candidate
forums as needed. We may even t
to repeat the very successful Rres
dential debate parties egponsored
by McMenamins in 2006.

Another observatio®in the few
weeks this spring that | shadowed
Carol Cushman as she wrapped he
term as Portland president, | realize
that League members get exposed
lots of information and wide array
of peoplebfrom our elected of€ials,
to government administratorsiih
reaucrats, to members of otherarg
nizations who share our interests.
energize each other in these intera
tions (especially if we carry the pe
spective that thoughtfupeople can
find sound solutions to community
problems, when we make the effort

This is a learning opportunity for me
IOve done many of the League aun
istrative functions, but | know less
about the Voter Service process an
local issues, so | ask fgour help.
We need to be a mutual suppastis
ety.

So | close this column with a few
thoudhts. First, if you served as a
volunteer or contributed in any othe
way to the mtional convention, than}
you. | found a quote from Henry
James that explains whye try so
hard to create informed voters: &D
mocracy is still upon its trial. The
civil genius of our people is its only
bulwark.O Too often Americans tal
democracy for granted, and the
League has an important role irf-of
setting that complacency. Sed,
please help out when we call upon
you in the next year. And third, join
me as | make my pledge to show u
listen, and try to laugh.

The Portland Voter



LWVUS Convention 2008

National Program Adoption

Barbara Fredericks
In addition to retaining all current LWVUS positions, conventioregizties
adopted the following program items for the 28I8L0 bienium.

* A boardrecommended amendment to the League Principles:

OThe League of Women Voterfsthe United States believes
that all powers of the U.S. government should be exercised
within the constitutional framework of a balance among the
three branches of government: legislative, executive, and
judicial.O
This new principle provides a cleaadis for advocacy on behalf of the
judiciary.

* A boardrecommended health care program to educate members an
communities in order to be better prepared to do health care advoca
needed.

«  On motion of the LWV of Deerfield/Lincolnshire, IL, a Omudtvel ed-
cation and advocacy campaign to promote solutions to global climats
change.O

e On motion of the‘LWV of Saratoga County, NY, a re@commended
study item titled Othe advisability of using the National Popular Vote
compact among the states as a metboe@liecting the President.O

LWV National Convention Notes

Marnie Lonsdale, Delegate

Despite a strong presentation, the LWVOR and the LWV of Virginia prog
for a national concuence on redistricting (designed to give states that ha
not studied the issue a platform for advocacy) failed. The delegation fror
California felt that the position might endanger a proposition currently or
ballot in California.

Several panels on climte change left delegates both depressed and hope
The presentations left no doubt that we are deep into the change and m
In addition, the presentations highlighted thmm@st immediate impacts on
low income and developing countries.

The Gre&lLakes States held a caucus to discuss the issue of protection «
unique water resource. Of particular interest is the challenge of getting

LWVUS advocacy for legislation that only affects a limited number of ste
(in this casé The Great Lakekegacy Act). The West Coast states could
potentially face similar problems with issues of regional interest suchhas
eries management, marine reserves, the Columbia River, etc.

Oregon members provided direction to the LWVUS Board on a number
issuesjncluding encouraging the National League to review nationa-infr
structure legislation and advocate as appropriate through existing positic
Strong direction was also given by the delegates to attempt to organize .

residential debate.
P Please turn to Convention Notes, page 5

Another Proud
NEW/S Moment for
AASH. LWV Portland
Pat Chor

There couldnOt be a much better
way to top off the LWVUS conve
tion than with the election of a
LWV Portland member to thean
tional board. Most of you know
Norman Turrill , citizen activist,
former LWV Porthnd board mm-
ber, LWVOR board member, and
veteran of numerous League acti
ties. Norman has been an active
member of LWV since the 19708
from east to west as he and his w
and two children followed newps
portunities across the U.S.

If you read theDregonianarticle
about Norman in the June ISiue,
you also know that he served as
teacher in the Peace Corps i+ S
malia, 19661968, and that he
worked as a volunteer for @onon
Cause until becoming sknchanted
with the topdown management
style of the gopup. Space o
straints prevent nmtioning all of
his many accmplishments.

As he now steps into the very ne\
role of first man to be elected to tl
LWVUS board, he hopes to
broaden the groupOs image and t
bring more people in. Olt will shc
the publicthat even though weOre
the League of Woman Voters,
weOre not just an organization fo
womenO (Mary Wilson, LWVUS
President, quoted in tHeregonian
article June 16, 2008). Congraul
tions and best of luck Norman!

Summer 2008




LWVUS Convention 2008

Governor Kitzhaber’s Address on Health Care Reform

Pat Osborn

OThe Unfinished Business of the
Baby Boom Generation: Health Ca
in the 2F' Century® Former Oregor
Governor John Kithaber

John KitzhaberOs talk before the
LWVUS Corvention was a Obigi
tureO look at the looming ltapse of
our health care system.

Currently our legacy to our chlilen
is a huge national debBt$9 trillion.

In addition, the longerm shortfall
for providing Medicare coverage to
the baby boom generatios $67 tri-
lion! Taxes cannot fund this gBp
some reduction in benefits will be
necessary.

Our current system of financing
health care involves a long list of
economic stakeholders whoayre
each proposal for reform from their
own vantage point, andsist change
if they see a loss for themselves. S

the system lets the private market
deal with those who are not covere
by Medicare, Mediaid, or by an m-
ployee health plan. It costs our soc
ety more to cover the uninsured the
it would to fund universal health
care. This is because our presers:
tem admits the uninsured (and und
insured) only when theyxperience ¢
medical crisis that binigs them to the
emergency room. Preventive care
would be much less expensive.

Kitzhaber explained that instead of
framing the health care crisis as a
financing problem, we should be
looking at the product being gu
plied. Our medical care model is ai
acutecare, infectious disease mode
Doctors work indepadently with
inadequate commication between
them; we donOt keep data that allc
us to analyze our system of care- F
tients get appropriate care only 50¢
of the time! We have 900 billing

Local Personnel Organization

Backstage and well in advance, a
tremendous amount of work went
into recruiting, assigning, schedulir
coordinating, training and supportir
the army of volunteers who played
key role in makinghe LWVUS ca-
vention a great success. Carol
Cushman and Debbie Kaye handle
it all with goodnatured patience an
skill. Here are their comments on
what they did, how they did it, and
how volunteers helped:

Debbie Carol attended State Go
vention last yar and began ther
cruiting there and in Washington
State. She made many followp
phone calls, offering the opportunit
to participate to many people as sh

encountered themConvention was
great opportunity to engage new ai
national membersAs volunteers
presented themselves, | respondec
their questions and to each volunte
form, entering their information intc
our datdase and keeping it current
In early May,we sent out an indidr
ual email or letter to each voluntee
confirming her/his schedule andvgi
ing some basic informationSome
people found that their lives haati
tervened and that their schedules r
longer woked. We adaptedCarol
worked with each committee chair
get the task details just righ#t the
beginning of June, we sent out-a
other 170 individualized reminders

codes but there is no code for prev
tive care or for healthmprovement,
neither of which are counted aslbil
able services.

We need transforational change
and the period of traition will be 9
to 10 years. The costs during this
transitional period will be greater
than they are today, butmaesult in
lower costs and better care in the
long term. Kitzlaber declared that
the political process will not bring
about this changBit is up to us as
citizen activists. And solving this
problem will be as big a cHange
and as great an achievemastwi-
ning WWII was for our predessors.
For more informationricluding an
on line video of a similar talk by
Kitzhaber:

http://www.wecandobetter.org/Kitz!
abers_Blog

with detailson each task that persol
was going to performTime can-
suming! And it was worth it. We
did ouselves proud, all of us.

Carol: [Members,] you heard the
call to volunteer for National Gn
vention repeatedly this past year.
Many of you answered that célland
had a great time in the process! As
volunteers returned from their shifts
comments were positive regarding
the experience, though some may
have been tired after their shiftov
unteers filled approximately 500
separate shifts, completing 154di
tinct tasks for Convention. Thank
you to all of you who helped! We
could not have done it withoybu.

The Portland Voter



LWVUS Convention 2008

LWVUS Convention Banquet Keynote Address

Pat Chor

Rebecca Love Kourlis, former Gwnl
rado Supreme Court Justice, was t
keynote speaker at the LWVUSrEo
vention banquetjune 16. She-a
tended college and law school in
Cdifornia and returned to Coloradc
to practice law. She served as a tr
court judge, Oriding the circuitO un
1994. She served as a Justice in t
Colorado Supreme Court for elevel
years, only thehird woman to serve
in that position. She has written ov
200 opinions and dissents and gair
a reputation as a court reformerlse
ing to improve the family law Sy
tem, the jury system and attorney
regulation. Sheesigned from the
bench in 2006 to faud the Institute
for the Advancement of the Amier
can Legal System (the Institute)
deadicated to improving the process
and culture of the civil justice sy
tem.

A brief summary of her remarkslfo
lows:

Justice Kourlis applauded the
LeagueOs efforts in the adares-
ervation of a fair and independent
judiciary in this time when the cour
and the judiciary seem to be found
ing. Though foundering, Justice
Kourlis believes that our system of
justice is basically sound, but is pa
lyzed by the volume of work tbe
done, among other things. In 200&
there were 17 million civil cases in

OCO &t@
o feSSlor\S

By Joan Freed

performance that provided comic
ciated and we sold several boxes
VotersO Service Project. Thanks

too long, itOs inconsistent and peo
are losing faith in the system.

There are many recent examples ¢
attempts to punish judges for polit
cal reasons. The media muddle th
issues by referring to Ojud|C|aI aeti
ismO anddcusing on €azyO cases

Reform will include making the sy
tem open and transparent, fair, qui
and courteous. Providing a set of
Ocourt toolsO to attain those goals
essential, including methods of
evaluating judges against cleat-0
jective, norroutcome dependén
relevant performance criteria. The
data obtained must then be effe
tively disseminated to the voters.
The Insttute studies and provides
resources on judicial evaluation
processes. Twelve states are-cu
rently evaluéing changes to judicial
selectionprocesses.

Preservation of our court system is
critical and we must advocate for
change for the benefit of all. Cttea
ing a fair process for justice takes
bold, innovative action to transcent
the inertia that has overtaken thes
tem. We must overcomepposition
to change; to do so we must Iloe i
formed voters. Justice Kourlis
ended with an inspiring quote from
Anne Frank: OHow wonderful it is
that nobody need wait a singleom
ment before stéing to improve the
world.O

Convention Notes
Continued from page 3

The keynote speakers provided b
inspiration and thought pvoking
messages. Former Gawer John
Kitzhaber gave a dynamic presant
tion on the future of health fgling
(see detailed report in this issue o
theVoter).

Former Governor Barbara Roberts
gave the opening address, Oléa
as Political Leader® Our History
and Experience,O sharing herexg
riences and valuable undersdarg
of the political world. One integ-
ing observation that she made wa
that women in politics wherer
sponding to questions or disirsg
issues often need to validate their
knowledge of a subject to berco
sidered an authority. She oftea-b
gan responses to questions byilsg
something sch as OUsing myn
derstanding gleaned from my two
years on x committee and my adv
sory role on y, and my experience
serving as chair of z, | think . . .O
She pointed out that male politicia
do not often face this validation
hurdle.

Convention is a greatpportunity to
see the parliamentary process @ ¢
tion. Do not miss a chance to attel
future conventions 2010 in A-
lanta.

Local Fundraiser Success

Co-chairs: Lorie James (Clackamas League) and Janet Wolf (Portland Leag
On June 1%, during the LWVUS convention in Portlandethocal Area Cm-
mittee hosted Joan FreedOswonenan musical comedy Chocolateressions.
Guests were treated to a four truffle box of chocolates handmade by Janice
of Majestic Chocolates, while Joan kept us laughing as delightful characters
Bliss, Rocky Road, Emily Carmella, Divinity and Cherchez la Bon Bon para
through her chocolate shop. Show participants commented on Oa perfect le
relief from the serious work of the conventionO. The chocolates vigspgreat
after the show. All in all it was a great success and netted $5,600 for the St
to all our supportive members antbeodu

Summer 2008



LWVUS Convention 2008

Dine Around Showcases Portland Cuisine

Pat Chor

The Dine Around event arranged b
Kris Hudson, with the assistance o
her canmittee members, was really
fun. Kris and crew lined up 21ge
taurants chosen to showcase thg-v
ety and quality of cuisine in Piand.
Volunteers hostd the groups. Wér
ing at the Information Table during
the last few hours of sigaps, | saw
first hand the rush to parimate. The
enthusiasm of the dajates wasla
most overwhelming! Ultimately, all
spaces were taken and

some people were disappointed. i
many cases, leever, last minute
cancellations allowed latecomers tc
sign up and join the fun.

My group was led by Pat Osborn a
descended on Japanese restauran
Sin Ju, in a group of about 20. The
food was great and the conversatic
nontstop. Nobody could ever accu:
League members of being at a loss
for words! Everyone had a good
time and enjoyed the food and the
company. Thank you Kris!

THE GOOD NEWS: No rain during convention!
THE BAD NEWS: No rain during convention!

Carol Cushman

Umbrellas proclaimingbe mformed
& VOTEOwere sold by LWV Pd¥
land at the National Convention thi:
summer. With such good weather
during the convention, not all of ou
stock was sold. So, be firstline to
SCoOop up your own umbrellawe
know it wonOt be long before it rair
again. Made by ShedRain, theu
brellas will be available for just $15
each at various League events this
fall Bone is waiting for you!

Thank YouOs are in order for those
who helped make this fund raising
effort possible.

Generous donations were made by
Ann Porter Ridenhour and Carol
Wilson, with loans from Jan Schoe!
and Carol Cushman to help fund th
initial purchase. Debbie Kaye@r
vided pickup of the umbrellas, sa
ing delivery costs. Catherine She
raden and Adrienne idna contrb-
uted the excellent designs for thma-i
print and sales poster.

Portland Walk-Abouts

Carolyn Rundorff

We offered 9 nine tours for del
gates to enjoy during LWVUS oe
vention. The bus tour to see the-U
ban Growth Boundary & taste wini
at Cooper Mountain Meyard was
very successful with lots of rave
reviews about how smart @jon
has been with its land use plannin
The number of folks on each tour
was very flexible, with some who
had paid not showing up & those
wanting to go at the last minutelfil
ing in for them. We looked good tc
our visitors with Feeless Square
being a very poglar feature of our
great city. The Streetcar & MAX
were our mdes of transportation,
showing the sights & keeping the
cost of each tour loweven free in
many cases. Thanks to beautiful
weather | think the week went wel
even the early 7AM walks were
popular with a few folks.

Bev Wilson

PowellOs Books Tour: As we walk
from the Hilton, passing some of
PortlandOs tattooed and pierced
younger generation, Midwesternel
commented that OYou have quite
few hippies here.O Omgember of
the group asked me to take hec-pi
ture in front of the PowellOs sign t
show she had made it to our Mecc
for readers. PowellOs is a known
guantity as far east as New Haim
shire!

While we waited for the MAX p-
posite the Central Library, | talked
about the remodel, and told about
the Beverly Cleary childrenOsdea
ing room with the bronze tree\ra
ing characters from childrenOs-st
ries peering out from its trunk. To
members commented on how
friendly Portlanders seemed. It wi
one of those daystven Portland is
at its best. A Floridian said we
had perfect weather.magine that!

The Portland Voter




Thank You Contributors!

Pat Osborn

Thank You Contributors!

Our League relies on the generosity of our contributors, both members amkndrers, who donate funds to the
League of Women Voters of Portland, to our LeagueOs Education Fund, to the Sara Frewing Memorial Fund .
Memoriam of members who have passed in the last year, as well as our corporate donors who contribute fune
the LWV of Oregon Ed Fund to beitedur local Voter Service efforts. Member dues do not nearly cover our cos
operation, which include the expenses of maintaining and staffing our office as well as the costs of all of our r¢
publications, events, communications, voter serviogiams, membership work, and per member payments to L\
of United States, LWV of Oregon and LWV of Columbia River Region. The contributors listed below are extrel
important to the ongoing operation of our organization. In particular, we appreciategiieg generosity of our

members who continue to respond to our requests for monetary support.

Donors (July 1, 2007 -

June 30, 2008)

Regular Fund

Lloyd & Pauline Anderson
MJ Bey

Joyce Borgwardt

Beth Burczak
Barbara Byrd

Thelma Lester Clark
Frances DeWitt
Barbara Dudley
Barbara Fredericks
Mary & Jerome Fulton
Alyda Gilkey

Barbara Serrell Hansen
William Harris

Edna Higdon
Dorothea Hosch
Eleanor Hunting
Linda Huchins

Ann Hyde

Ruth Johnson
Elizabeth Joseph
Molly Keating
Beatrice Kohnle

Ruth Kratochvil

Karen Labinger
Margaret Neill

Ann Nice

Margaret Noel

Mary Nolan & Mark Gardiner

Pat & Alan Osborn
Ann Porter Ridenhour
Norman Rose

Mary Ann Schwab
Wanda Silverman
Christine Sjogren
Barbara Stalions

Rosie Stphens
Roz Tucker
Susan Ward
Joella Werlin
Anne Willer
Bev Wilson

Education Fund
Debbie Aiona
Kris Alman

Anita Archer
Bebe Arnold
James & Mary Ann Asaph
Victor Atiyeh
Laurie Baird
Lynn Baker
Susan Baker
Bob Baldwin
Linda Barnes
James Barrett
Nancy Beamer
Judith Beck
Edwin Beland
Doris Bernard
Lorraine Beucler
George Bingham
Evan Elizabeth Black
Richard Boos
Joyce Borgwardt
Caroline Boutard
Sue Boverman
Mary Cammann
Ellen Cantwell
Warren Cassell
Julie Chapman
Pat Chor

Elaine Cogan
Maribeth Collins
Mary Constas

Claire CorwinKordosky
Jean Cory

Ann Cowger

Linda Crouse

Cynthia & Christopher Cunngham
Elisabeth Dally

Judy Davis

Margaret DelLacy
Frances DeWitt
Pamela Echeverio
Nessa Elila

Rita & Lee Fawcett
Nancy Fenner

Gillian Floren

Gabrielle Foulkes
John Frewing

Anita Garland

Alberg Gentner

Cindy Gibb Barnes
Katie Goodwin

John Gray

Geraldine Walkr Grover
Philip Grubaugh
Winifred Hallmark
Rosie Hamilton
Pamela Speers Hayes
Ruth Hayward

Mary Hepokoski
Cynda Herbold

Beth Hiller

Gordon Hillesland
Amy Hjerstedt

Shelda Holmes & Chip Shields
Ann Holznagel

Brian Hoop

Dorothea Hosch

Kris & Steve Hudson
Susan Hunter

Continued on page 8
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Thank You Contributors!

Education Fund con’t
Eleanor Hunting
Terry Jess

Beth Johnson

Doris Julian

Marilyn Katz

Debbie Kaye

Molly Keating

Mary Kiely

Bonnie Klein

Linda Kluver

Morley Knoll

Molly Kohnstamm
Ruth Kratochvil
Margaret Labby
Karen Labinger

M. Darragh Lalich
Joyce Lekas
Dearleane Lemley
Esther Lewis

Diane Lia

Jerry Lindsay

Sharon Little

Ann Parker Littlewood
Barbara Lucas

Bob Lustberg
Leeanne & Kim MacColl
Monteith Macoubrie
Andra Makler

Linda Mantel

Steve March

John Marks

Bruce & Doris McConnell
Ester McGinnis

Mary McWilliams
Sharon & Earl Mershon
Margaret Neill
Madeline Nelson
Ethel Noble

Margaret Noel

Evelyn Ofstad

Wayne Olsen

Pat & Alan Osborn
Miriam Ostioff

Lynn Partin

Corinne & Duane Paulson
Norma Paulus
Barbara Pavlicek
John Platt

Josephine Pope
Christina Pratt
Elizabeth Pratt
Elizabeth Price

Marie Ragland
Bobbie Regan
Barbara Rhyne
Thelma & McKay Rich
John Richardson
George Rives
Eve Rosenfeld
Judith Ruben
Victoria Russell
Susan Safford
Carol Sands
Verna Schaffler
Alice Schillerberg
Karin Schmidt
Sunny Schurr
Henrianne Slattery
Beverlee Smith
Chris Smith
Olivia Smith
Eloise Spiegel
Barbara Stalions
Jeanne Steed
Connie Stephens
Frances Storrs
Roz Tucker
Norman Turrill
Eloise Van Lom
John Vitas
Donna Ward
CarolWild

Anne Willer

Julie Williams
Jane Willsea
Gloria Wilson
Katherine Wilson
Janet Wolf

Kirke Wolfe

Beth Woodward
Janet Wyse

Julie & Bill Young

Sara Frewing Memorial Fund
Debbie Aiona

Elaine Cogan

Louise Frewing

Katherine Frewing Shallenberger
Shirley Gitelsohn & Ernest
Bonyhadi

Lucy & Al Hanks

William Hutchison

Elizabeth Joseph

Sally McCracken

James Meyer

Beverly Ormseth

Ann Porter Ridenhour
Eve Rosenfeld
Eloise Van Lom

In Memory of MJ Bey, Betty
Gega, and Adele Newton
Debbie Aiona

Kay Bristow

Betty Kendall

Darleane Lemley

Corinne Paulson

Lisa & Neal Rosen

Corporate Sponsors -
Voters Service

Ater Wynne LLP

Neil Kelly Company

New Seasons Market
Pacificorp

Paloma Clothing

Standard Insurance

Vernier Software anddchnology
Wells Fargo

Grants

Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust
Multnomah Bar Association
LWV of the United States

“Be Informed and Vote”
Umbrella Sales

Carol Cushman

Ann Porter Ridenhour
Carol Cushman

Jan Schoen

Carol Wilson

“Chocolate Confessions”
LWVUS Convention
Local Fundraising Event
Heather Drake

Joan Freed

Lorie James

Jan Wolf

Majestic Chocolates

The Portland Voter



League News

Local Convention Speaker: Richard Harris

Lisa Richards

| am a Women 's Studies major at
Portland State University, and for
two months | had the wonderfupe
portunity to intern with the League
Women Voters here in Portland. |
was invited to attend the 2008
League of Women Voters Portland
annual meeting, and had the pleas
of hearing Richat Harris, the Exag¢
tive Director of The Central City
Concern, speak on homelessness
our community.

The Central City Concern isr@n-
profit agency that has been creating
solutions to homelessness and
chamical dependency in the Portlar
area since 1979With a staff of
nearly 500 people, and a budget of
$28 milion, the CCC offers a nu-
ber of sevices to the homeless n
munity in Portland. They own and
manage 20 buildings with over 1,3(
units of lowincome housing, provid
outpatient drug and alcohdted-
ment, and have a Workforce Progr
that povides job training, and cu

PN S P

employs 88 homless people in var
ous enterprises.

Mr. Harris emphasized the unigu
ness of The CCC, stating that "The
aren't many manizations like us in
the country. In the homelessme
munity there is a strong relationshi
between sevices and housing, and
unlike many other organizations, w
combine the two."

The CCC is clearly doing sasthing
right. The success rate of the peoj
who went through their programs i
very high. They help peopleb
come sober, seBufficient, and m-
ployed, but more importantlyhéy
take the necessary steps to help th
maintain their sobriety, self
sufficiency, and employment. The
think long term, and that's importar

Hearing Mr. Harris speak was insp
ing, and I'm proud to live in a city
that is truly addressing the neexd f
more public resources in the hem
less community.

September General Meeting

Portland Public Schools
Speaker TBA

September 9 or 10, 2008

Mid-day brown bag at the Multhomah County Central Library.
Look for details in the September Voter!

Highlights from the
Local Convention
May 13, 2008

Betsy Pratt

In addition to approving the slate
officers and tlke pioposed budget
for the Regular Fund, the Portlan:
League voted in favor of:

* A new 2year study toaview
all components of the current pos
tion on Portland public schools to
include other relevant factors that
affect the delivery of edational
services

* An update of the City Plaing
position, to include conteporary
topics such as environmentat i
sues, sustainabilitynfrastructure,
population growth, and density.

Please be prepared to say that
youOll help with these studies wh
the membership comittee comes
asking for volunteers.

Silence is Golden

Bev Wilson

Leaguers responded to the reque
for silent auction items for our loc
convention with such enthusiasm
that we ran out of forms to enter
them on. Proving the maxim that
one personOs trash is anotherOs
treasure, the auction med about
$225.00 for our kague treasury
with relatively little effort. Special
thanks to Pat Osborn and Sunny
Schurr for help when it was
needed. And special compliment
to Pat Chor for her cheery balloot
and flower table arrangements.

SILENT
& | AucTion
e @\“2@/\

Summer 2008




League News

LWVCRR Annual Convention

Betsy Pratt

The LWV of the Columbia River
Region addresses issues dffifeg the
whole metropolitan region as do
TriMet and Metro. But at the start «
the recent LWVCRR aovention on
April 29, it seemed that our special
regional @ganization might be at
risk. In the week before the comse
tion, the nominees for President an
Secretary withdrew their names fro
consideration, leang a significant
gap and an anxious set ddldgates.

The convention began in typical
League fashion with amfiormative
and inspiring presentation from
Calotta Collette, a newly appointec
Metro Councilor representing Bi
trict 2 (south/southeast). She-d
scribed MetroOs role, in the context
of global concerns about climate
change, @source scarcity, and rising
costs. The regionC)s 2040 Vision,
established in the mid 900s, called
concentrating development in urba
centers and along transit corridors.
That plan has been largely sucses
ful.

Oren state law requires a review
the urban growth boundary every &
years, and Metro is using ap-a
proach called OMaking the Greate:
Place,O in partnership with Mubtn
mah, Clackamas, and Washington
Counties. Ms. Collette described tl
various layers angdrocesses to be
used in this review. MetroOs goal
Oto more predictably facilitate grov

in areas that are better suited to a
commodate it while providing more
significant protection for the far-
land, forestland, and naturakas
that define this region.O (Metro
newsletter, Winter 2008) As with
most public planning processes, th
will be many opportunities for publi
input.

Ms. Collette ended on a positive
note, saying that since humans
caused these global problems, she
hopeful that humans can solve the
(However, following a recent figt
trip to the Arlington landfill, she
strongly urged us to stop using pla
tic bagsbthey are permanent paH
tion.)

Following the speaker, the ngss
meeting ran through the usual
Leagueagenda of proposed progra
proposed budget, and proposed-of
cers, although still with those signif
cant gaps. Based on a recommeeni
tion from Clackamas League, the
delegates approved an update of ti
Metropolitan Transportation positio
with a focus orTri-Met and the e-
cent concern over safety for transit
riders. At this point, whetheni
spired by Ms. Collette or whether
League common sense kicked in,
Lorie James and Sherry Finnigan
(both from Clackamas) agreed to-a
cept the nominations for President
and Secretary respectively. The
ddegates pproved the slate, and wi
all went home, relieved that ows-r
gional League will survive forra

AthAv irAA-

LWV Columbia River Region Meeting

The new ten-member board for the League of Women Voters of the
Columbia River Region will meet on Tuesday, August 5, at 10:30 a.m. in
Room 433 in the Portland office building at 310 SW 4th Avenue, for
planning and calendaring for the 2008-09 year. Structuring the proposed
update of the transportation position will be considered. Any local League
members are welcome to come and participate. For information, call
President Lorie James at 503-638-3207.

Highlights from
LWVOR Council

Betsy Pratt

Briefing on the Cogan, Owens
Cogan Study commissioned by the
LWVOR Board, OMaxinzing our
Voter Service Efforts:"

The Board will be pursuing thegu
gestions made for the next electio
cycle, starting in 2010.The cm-
sutant made 5 recomendations:

* Avoid redundancy; be more el
vant. According to the coniants,
the state edition of the Voters Guit
overlaps with other media sources
this is less true for the local editior
produced by Portland, Lane, and
Clackamas.

* Change means of deery. Get
away from newspapers, shift to
navigable, searchable websites.

* Enhance Credibility. The oo
sultants reported that gicipants in
focus groups were confused abou
the ditinction between the LWVOs
advocacy/actiomole and its non
partisan educational ssion.

* Emphasize services where thei
is less competition. Expand civic
education and engagement efforts

* Seek additional and creative
funding sources. The report listed
few possible sources but noted th:
foundations like to see measurable
results.

John Kaufman, from the Oregon
Department of Energy, presented
compelling and faefilled banquet
speech on the future oépoleum
supplies. In brief,@ording to his
information, unless we change oul
habits soa, within a generation the
world will either be out of petr
leum or the cost will be so high the
itOs ssentially unavailable.
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Calendar

July 2007

August 2007

S M|TW|T F|S

S M|TW|T F|S

112|345

6|7 8|9 10 11 12

13|14|15|16|17|18 |19

1011112 13|14 15| 16

20121122 |23|24 (25|26

17118 19/20|21|22|23

27|28 (29|80 31

242512627 | 28|29 |30

10: Voter Service
1:00 pm, Room 433
30: Exec Committee
12:00 noon, Room
520

Calendar Location Key:

Room 520 and Room 433 are
located at our office building:
Board of Trade Building, 310
SW 4th Avenue, Portland (4th
Avenue between Stark and
Oak Streets)

5: LWVCRR
10:30 am, Room 433

15: Voter deadline

18: Normal Office Hours
Resume

18: Board Meeting
5:45 pm, Room 433

26: Office Closed

27: Mailing Party
10:00 am, Room 520

Mon: Closed
Tues: 8:30 amto 12:30 pm
Weds: 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Thurs: 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Fri: Closed

Normal office hoursesume
on Monday, Aigust 18.

LWVUS LeaderOs Update
June 26, 2008

President’s Corner

Dear League Leader,

First of all, thank you for entrusting me
with the leadership of the League for the
next two years. IOm excited to continue
leadingus to new heights!

The Convention was a wonderful celebr
tion of our accomplishments. We also
elected our officers and directors, took ¢
of important budgetary matters, debated
many of the critical issues facing citizens
across the nation and set ouogram
agenda for the next two years. We votec
undertake work in the areas of health ca
reform, global climate change and methi
for electing the President. Kudos to the
Portland League for its superb hosting o
the Convention! See [LWVUS website]rf
postConvention news online.

At the close of Convention, | urged all
ddegates to return home and continue tl
good work, registéng and educating first
time voters so that they turn out to vote i
this election and become lifeng vaers.
In this citically important and exciting
presidential election year, League memt
have a pivotal role in helping votersrpa
ticularly the millions of new voters, byhe
suring they have the information they ne
to go to the polls.

LetOs get to work!
Mary

Mary Wilson
LWVUS President

Summer 2008
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League of Womenof Voters of Portland

310SW 4th Ave., Suite 520
Portland, OR 972(1-2310

Phone/Fax: 5032281675
Email: Iwvpdx@aracnet.com
Web: www.lwvpdx.org

A\

Qo promote political responsibility through ]
informed and active participation in governmentO
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4 LWVUS Convention 2008
4 Thank You Contributors!
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF PORTLAND

Oto promote political responsibility through
and active participation of citizens in goveri

Why not invite a friend to join?
Help us make democracy work.

Single Membership $60.00
Household Membership $90.00
Limited Income Merership $43.60
Student Membership $25.00

Return to:
LWV Portland
310 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 520
Portland, OR 97204-2310
Phone/Fax: 503-228-1675
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

GIVE THIS TO A FRIEND
MEMBERSHIP COUPON

| am a new member!

| am interested in working with theague

this year.Please call me.

Please send me more information abol

the League

| cannot join right now, but | arenclos-
ing $ to support Leage@ucatioractiv-
ties. (Tax deductibleniade to the WV

PortlandEd. Fund.)
Name(s)

Address

Phone




